INTERMITTENT CONTACT SYSTEMS
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relating to contact beds proper and to the arrangement of con-
tact beds, will be sufficient to afford some idea of the general
character of these structures. Before proceeding with a pre-
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Fig. 15.   Elongated contact bed of W. L. Church, 1900.
sentation of the principles of the various automatic devices by
which these beds may be filled and emptied, it is well to turn.
our attention to the advantages and disadvantages of different